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WELCOME HILARY BARCHASH!

We are bappy to announce that Hilary Barchash is BCs PET CONNECTION s new grooming writer
and will be a regular contributor on grooming. Her studio SPA DOG Organic Dog Spa offers an organic
alternative to pet grooming, giving you a bealthy choice for your dog, and our planet earth.
Please join us in welcoming ber.
Visit www.spadog.ca or at her spa directly located at 3471 Commercial Strect 604-629-6767
or email: getintouch@spadog.ca

Is it important to take my
puppy to a groomer ¢

“Even if your puppy doesn't need a bath or haircut just yet,
it's the experience which is most important.”

By Hilary Barchash
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I and fur, and is just about the cutest littdle bundle  him, he’ll begin questioning new things, and be wary
of joy you ever did sce. And now, alongwith the  as a means of survival. At this point, introducing new
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When it comes to grooming, most dogs have coats
which wouldn’t normally be found in nature,
and it’s simply not possible for them to groom
themselves. That's where you come in, and
you have a couple of choices. You can take
your puppy to a professional groomer, or, with
a litele bit of know-how, you can groom him
yourself at home.

Whichever choice you make, it's best to take
him to a professional groomer for his first few
dates with the bathtub and dippers, while he is
young and curious. This serves a couple of pur-
poses. Most importantly, it exposes your dog to
grooming in a studio environment while he is
at the learning stage in his life, and therefore
most accepting of new things; this is the
time when his mother would be teach-
ing him about the world and it’s many




come a time when you require the services of a grooming
studio; you may move to a smaller home, you may leave
him with someone who isn’t able to groom him, it may
become difhicule for you as your dog ages, or you simply
might decide you don’t want to do it anymore. The point
is, you never know what the future holds.

Visiting a professional groomer also gives you the oppor-
tunity to learn which brushes and tools are best suited to
your dogs coat type, and just as importantly, the correct
way to use them to achieve the best and safest results. She
may also be able to give you some tips and tricks to make
grooming at home casy and enjoyable.

So, back to our original question of when should you
take your puppy to the groomer for the first time. I usu-
ally tell people "a week after you bring him home™ asa
good rule of thumb. If he’s cight weeks old when you
bring him home for the first time, give him some time

to adjust to his new surroundings, then visit your new
groomer when he’s nine weeks. Ideally, you would have
already chosen and met with her - you'll feel much more
at casc leaving him there for the first time, and if you're at
case, he'll be at case.

Remember, dogs mimic our moods because we are tak-
ing the roll of their mother, and that's who they learn

behavior from. So take your puppy to the groomer carly
and often while he is very young. This investment will

make for a smooth and stress free s
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good health.

Hitary Barchash
Certified Professional
Groomer

President, CEO Spa Dog
Organic Dog Spa

Life on the farm has taught Hilary the value of
the extraordinary relationships between people,

lifetime of good grooming and

animals, and the earth. Her passion for organic
living, nature, and a sustainable future, have led
her to create an earth friendly dog grooming
studic as well as a line of organic dog shampoos
with her partner Adam. Please read more

about how to get your dog clean and green

at www.spadogca

spadog

ORGANIC DOG SPA

ORGANIC, HEALTHY, ECO-FRIENDLY

GROOMING SERVICES
*
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3471 Commercial Street Vancouver

NATLURAL
INSTINCTS

SPECIALTY RAW PET FOOD

100% raw, premium food for dogs and cats made from
Non-Medicaied Free Range and Wild meats.

¥E GrainFree W2 Noartificialingredients
#% Veterinarian Recommended
#%- 10 varietiesto choose from %% Madein BC

Now with:

GreenMin.

In select products.
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